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YANG SHAO T'ANG 


Rev. Yang Shao-t’ang of Shanghai is an active member of the Three-Self Movement, and 
in fact something of a progressive leader. In view of our wrong identification of him as a 
Little Flock pastor, a missionary friend has sent us a thumbnail sketch of this pastor, known to 
his friends as David Yang. He is a Shansi man, son of a CIM Christian in the prefecture of Ku- 
wo. He attended the CIM Middle School in Hungtung, and then graduated from the North Chi- 
na Theological Seminary at Tenghsien, Shantung. He returned to his native province and 
worked there under the CIM until the time of the Sino-Japanese War. During that time he ex- 
perimented with leading a team of Christian workers composed of missionaries and Chinese who 
slept, ate, and lived together, six months of the year in study and prayer, and six months in 
evangelistic, pastoral and conference work. After the Japanese destroyed the premises where 


to Peking. During the war he had close contact with John Sung in the Western Hills and 

came a close friend of Wang Ming-tao; he was one of the few men whom Pastor Wang freely 
invited to occupy his pulpit. About 1947 he moved to Shanghai and joined the staff of the 
China Bible Seminary at Kiangwan. Later he became pastor of the Huang Ni Kang Church in 
Nanking, and travelled back and forth between Nanking and Shanghai. Then he gathered a 
congregation in Shanghai and this met in the Prayer Hall of the CIM in Sinza Road. He has 
never been connected with the Little Flock, and in fact has been critical of their peculiar doc- 
trines. When the missionaries withdrew from China and the CIM premises were handed over to 
the Communist authorities, the Committee of the Free Christian Church in Shanghai handed 
over to Pastor Yang and his congregation the Free Christian Church and all its buildings, and 
this is where he is now ministering. 


5 worked, he moved his training school, now without any westerners, to Tientsin and eventu- 


Several years ago he was evidently less willing to be considered a progressive than he 
is now, and as a consequence he was accused by the Nanking authorities and by some of his 
Nanking colleagues and excommunicated from his church there. Now however he seems to 
have conformed and to be accorded considerable recognition within the Three-self Movement. 


THE SOCIAL ROOTS OF RELIGIOUS SUPERSTITION 


The reports we have been getting recently on the freedom of religion in China do not 
mean that the Communist Party has given up its campaign against religion. One of the impor- 
tant magazines for political study is Li Lun Hsueh Hsi, Theoretical Study. In its September 
1956 number it had an article entitled How to Recognize the Social Roots of Religious Supersti- 
tion. This article explains the origin of all religions, including Christianity, in the orthodox 
Marxist style, and then tries to explain why religious superstition continues in the Soviet Union. 


After explaining this to his own satisfaction, the author Sheng Kuo goes on to remind Commu- 


nists what their duty is. With the abolition of the social foundation of religious superstition, 
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all religious and other superstitious ideology will become decadent and finally be wiped out. 2 
Under such circumstances, if we can adopt some correct measures, such as the attraction of 

those not yet divorced from religious superstition to participate in the struggle to change reali- 
ties, the extensive development of cultural and scientific knowledge and education, there will 


be accelerated the speed of the abolition of religious superstition. 


For this reason it is very necessary to strengthen the propagation of materialism among 
the broad masses of the people so that they will grasp this theoretical weapon of Marxist phi- 
losophy, materialism, in the struggle against religion. Naturally, in our struggle against re- 
ligion and superstitious belief, and in our persistence in upholding materialism, we must not al- 
low the development to be unguided, much less must we resort to coarse and brutal methods, 
for such methods will be harmful to the solution of the question of religious superstition, and are 
also not compatible with the Marxist principle relating to consciousness. *" 


CIVIL RIGHTS IN CHINA 


The Peking Current Events Magazine for August 27, 1956, had an article entitled How 
Citizens are to Protect Their Rights of Democracy and Free dom. 


The first principle laid down is that no person may be arrested except by decision of a 
people's court or with the sanction of a people's procuratorate. (Constitution Article 89). With- 
in 24 hours of the arrest, the public security organ which carried out the arrest must notify the 
people's procuratorate of the arrest and the grounds for it. Within 48 hours of that notification, 
the procuratorate must decide whether or not to approve the arrest. If not approved, the defen- 
dant must be set free at once. During detention the prisoner still has rights. He may appeal to 
the procuratorate if he is examined by torture or is forced and entrapped into a confession.’ 
During the trial the accused has the right to defend himself and may also arrange for his im- 
mediate dependents and guardian to conduct the defense; at the same time he may entrust a 
lawyer or a citizen introduced by the people's body or permitted by the people's court with the 
defense of his case. He may bring forward contrary facts, evidence and considerations, an 
if he considers that the judge is not fair, he may demand a change of venue. And after an a 
verse judgment he has the right of appeal. 


The above procedure was certainly not in force when so many of our missionary friends 
were being confined in a Chinese Communist prison. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Recent deaths: Dr. Maude A. Mackey, formerly northern Presbyterian missionary in Pao- 
tingfu, North China, from 1899 on, in Pasadena, Cal., on January 29; Mrs. R. E. Diffendorfer, 
widow of former Methodist Board Secretary Ralph E. Diffendorfer, at Whippany, N.J., on Janu- 
ary 27; Rev. Frank H. Connely, formerly with Southern Baptist Board in Shantung, on October 
23, 1956, in Tokyo; Dr. Edward H. Hume, head of Yale-in-China’s medical work in Changsha 
from its inception in 1904 until 1926, and connected since that time in various general ways 
with medical and relief work in China, in Wallingford, Conn., on February 9, at the age of 
80. Dr. Hume was the author of three books: The Chinese Way in Medicine, 1940; Doctors 
East, Doctors West: An American Physician's Life in China, 1946; and Doctors Courageous, 
1950. 


CHURCH NEWS 


Mr. Kazumitsu Aihara, a secretary of the Japanese National YMCA, visited China in 
November, 1956, to attend a meeting of an international youth group. On his return to Japan 
he stated. Church and YM and YW activities are vigorous. Everyone cooperates. A Chinese 
Christian reported that whereas in former days Christians wete looked down upon as believers 
in a western religion, today they are respected as persons of intelligence. People cherish a 


friendly feeling toward the churches of America because they were taught how to carry on 


YMCA programs. There is a desire for the resumption of friendly relations with Americans, 
even though it would be necessary to oppose American political positions. 1 


The January 1957 China Reconstructs in celebrating its fifth birthday reproduces a con- 
glomerate cartoon on its outside cover showing among other things all the members of the Edi- 
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| T v. T. Wu is shown leading a religious group, the other members of which are 


op K. H. Ting, a Buddhist and a Mohammedan. Dr. Wu Yi-fang is shown in cap and gown 
teaching a class. Li Teh-chuang is riding in an automobile and carrying a Red Cross flag. 


When Chou En-lai was in Poland in January he invited Polish Catholic journalists to come 
to China to see for themselves the situation there as regards all religions. He said. There are 
in China over 100 million Buddhists, over ten million Mohammedans, and several millions of 
Catholics and Protestants. They all show their patriotism through active participation in the 
building of Socialism. 


The Rev. Andrew B. Loo, Ph. D., arrived in San Francisco from Taiwan on January 16 on 
a speaking tour for the Pocket Testament League. He is the Gissimo’s personal pastor in Taiwan, 
and was Billy Graham's interpreter at Hong Kong. He will be speaking in the Mid-west in March 
and on the East Coast during April and May. 


The NCCC General Board, which met in Los Angeles December 4 and 5, took up for con- 
sideration Rev. Peter Shih’s report on Chinese churches in the USA. It was pointed out that after 
100 years of missionary work among the American Chinese, less than 10% of them are Christian. 
One of the problems is that many of the younger generation are moving out of Chinatown and 
becoming suburban residents. Dr. Edward Lee, President of the National Conference of Chinese 
Churches in America, stressed the need for bi-lingual Christian literature. 


It is reported that the Archbishop Mowll party has stated that all ministers in China must 
attend a briefing conference twice a week in which they are told what to say and think. 


We have learned from several sources that Rev. Wang Ming-tao had two men in the cell 
with him in prison who were constantly arguing, explaining and cajoling until he finally signed a 
confession. 


2 Rev. Roland Koh, Anglican pastor at Kuala Lumpur, started in November 1955 an occa- 
1 


bulletin entitled The Chinese Anglicans in me Four Seas, giving news of all the Chinese 
Anglican churches outside the mainland. We have seen only the opening number, so do not 
know if any later numbers have been issued. 


A delegation from the World Alliance of YMCA’s, consisting of David Robinson, Vice- 
president of the World Alliance, Gunther Feuser of Germany and Tore Littmarck of Sweden, has 
just spent a month in China, visiting Peking, Tientsin, Nanking, Shanghai, Hangchow and Can- 
ton. They talked with the theological faculties in Peking, Nanking, and Canton, and preached 
in Shanghai churches. Gunther Feuser in his report emphasized the fact that after a long period 
of isolation (which may not have been its own choice) the Chinese Church was seeking contact 
with Christians in the West. He was also impressed by the close collaboration between the 
YMCA’s and the established churches. 


It is reported that a return visit is being planned by the Indian YMCA to the visit of the 
YMCA delegation from China that recently toured India. 


SCHOOL NEWS 


The Peking Chiao Shih Pao (Educational News) for November 2, 1956, has an article at- 
tacking the extramural confusion' in the schools of Kuangtung Province. The schools are criti- 
cized on three grounds. First, they suspend school too readily to put the pupils at work on some 
public project. The teachers of one primary school took 104 pupils 20 li away to work all day 
long day after day for six days to drill wells. They were required to work ten hours a day. Sec- 
ondly, school premises were constantly being commandeered for meetings of various public or- 
gans. The Tsingmai Middle School in the period from January to June of 1956 had their dormi- 
tory commandeered seven times for a total of 36 days. And finally, the various public organs 
were constantly drafting pupils who had not finished their course of study to serve as cadres. 


NEWS 
| Even prominent figures in the Peking government are not exempt from the study require- 


ments. Minister of Public Health Li Teh-chuan (Madame Feng Yu-hsiang) and ex-Kuomintang 
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